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Extra, Extra - Read All About It!

After Bennie Jones had served in the Navy during WWII, he returned home to Pickensville, Alabama – where he attended Cumberland Presbyterian Church along with his parents and 10 siblings.  His father Burl Jones was the Preacher.  After Bible Study one evening, Bennie walked a young lady home by the name of Lottie D. Ball.  He thought he might be too old for her, but took a chance and asked her out anyway.  Their families already knew each other well, in this small, southern community.  Lottie told him she’d have to think about it.  She waited about 3 weeks to tell him that yes – he could take her out for a walk!  Soon he was walking to visit Lottie several times a week, under the watchful eye of her folks.    
Most of their “dates” were centered around church events.  Then end of WWII produced very few jobs for blacks in the south, and having “seen the world” in the Navy, Bennie had no desire to farm.  He eventually left to try and find work in Omaha, although he and Lottie wrote to each other regularly.  Their talks soon drifted towards marriage, and they decided that they would marry after Lottie graduated high school.  Bennie wanted her to gain some “city” experience, since she’d never left the rural south!  After graduating, Lottie moved to Chicago, staying with her Aunt Inez, and getting a job with Montgomery Wards.  Bennie and Lottie still stayed in touch – except by then they both had access to ……...a telephone! (
Lottie stayed in Chicago for several months, until Bennie thought it was now time for her to come to Omaha.  Her relatives agreed to let her go, letting her know she could always come back if it didn’t work out!  She took the train to Omaha, and got a cab to Bennie’s rented room at 2117 Grant Street.  Bennie had already picked up the marriage license, but Nebraska didn’t allow 18 year olds to marry without signed parental consent.  Lottie’s folks were fine with it, but they were back in Alabama!  The young couple (who didn’t own a car) rounded up 2 friends for a ride, and to serve as witnesses.  Over the river to the Council Bluffs courthouse they went!      

On their wedding night, Bennie left his new bride at home to work his full shift at OPPD.  Their first child,   Mamie, arrived almost 9 months later to the day!  Like many new mothers, Lottie wanted to have the baby with her own mom by her side.  So Mamie was born back in Pickensville, right in the house where Lottie had grown up!  A year later, Lottie was comfortable enough to have Elaine – and later Bennie Jr, and Darlene – all in Omaha.   Bennie’s adored older daughter Geraldine also lived with her father and stepmom during her early years, and continues to have a close relationship with Mom and Dad to this day!   

Buying houses, changing jobs, raising children, celebrations, and sad times all happened – otherwise known as LIFE, and the couple remained steadfast.  Several siblings followed Bennie and Lottie to Omaha, including brother Bobby Jones, who had married Lottie’s sister, Lillie B. Ball!  Brother Eugene Jones and Johnnie Mae Cook actually were married at the couple’s first home at 3223 Ohio Street.  In fact, every one of their siblings who moved to Omaha stayed with Bennie and Lottie in that small home at one point or another!  Bennie worked 2 full-time jobs for over 17 years, and was blessed to retire from both Douglas County Hospital AND Kitty Clover!  Lottie also worked outside the home, at one point securing a live-in position for herself and Bennie in Omaha’s Dundee area - lasting over a year.  Lottie later worked as a daytime domestic for many years, rounding out her outside employment as a Reading Aide for Omaha Public Schools.  After recovering from a fall on the ice one wintry school day, Lottie left OPS.  Grandbabies had started to arrive!  Lottie wouldn’t hear of them going to daycare if she could help it, and soon devoted herself to their full-time care.  
To this day, Bennie and Lottie still enjoy going on “dates” after services and coffee hour at their longtime church - New Life Presbyterian.  They can often be found taking a Sunday afternoon car ride, followed by a stop for ice cream!  We’re so glad you could help us to celebrate this special coffee hour – and join us for their 65th Anniversary!   
Congratulations Grandmama and Granddaddy!
THANK YOU for showing us what it’s REALLY all about!  It’s about leading by precept and example.  It’s about absolute, unconditional, and at the same time tough – love!  It’s about perseverance, pinching pennies, and supporting each other!  It’s about having one another’s back, and being a true team!  It’s about putting God first, marriage second, and parenting third – even as you sacrificed your needs for ours at every turn!  It’s about being warm, having fun with your kids, being accepting and forgiving – while still holding each of us to high standards and expectations!  As the young folks say - it’s about - “Stay in your lane, stick to the script, and keep it real!  You’ve shown us all of this and so much more!  We are truly blessed to honor your legacy!  

WE LOVE Y’ALL!

Mamie and Herbert Cousins, Elaine Adams, Bennie and Linda Jones, Darlene and Michael Trotter, Geraldine Dulaney-Stewart and Rob Stewart, and Son-In-Law Braymond Adams II - along with Grandchildren including the late John Dulaney Jr, Giovanni Cousins,  Braymond Adams III, Bria Cousins, Austin Adams, Christopher Cousins, Jacob Adams, Whitney Jones, Troy Jones, Perrin Adams, Trinton Jones, Miguel Trotter, Malik Trotter, and Great Grandchildren Faith Jones, and Tyler Jones!   

